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forth but here and there an handful- where the 
wanute, lay, doubtleſs the ſoil is barren, and we 


| preaching of 
the Goſ| 
it with joy, and did many things gladly upon the 
preaching thereof, 
many thonghts about ſpiritual things; and yet 
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. 488 bg deset to the earth to" we. 


land, much dung is laid upon it, and it brings 


y it brings forth nothing of itſelf: The means 
Lihall treat of, are · as the tilling of a fruitful ſoil, 


which helps i it in dringing forth its fruit, by ex- 
citing: its on virtue and power; they ſtir up ; 


holy afftctions unto holy thoughts and defires 5 


But in others whoſe hearts are barren, they only 


ſerve here and there, or now and then, to excite 


ſpiritual thoughts, which give no evidence of a 
en or ſpiritual mind. 


I. One of: theſe means or 3 is the 
he word. It is _obſerveg of many in 
that they heard it willißgly, received 


which could not be without 


they were all hypocrites concerning whom theſe 


things were ſpoken; and were never ſpiritually 


minded: And we ſee the ſame thing exemplified 


in multitudes daily. The cauſe of this miſcar< 


riage, is aſſigned by our Saviour, He that re- 
« ceiyeth the ſeed into ſtony places, the ſame is 
66 he that heareth the word, and receiveth it with 


«3 joy, yet hath, he not root in himſelf, - but dur- 
« eth for a while,” Mat. xiii. 20. 21. Neither 


* ſſecdene nor their thoughts 1 4 ritual 


could grow, or proceed und e 
themſelves. I here ſpeak not of them who are 
either deſpiſers of what they hear or wayſide 
| hearers, who underſtand nothing of what is 
presched, and immediately loſe all ſenſe of, and 
all thoughts about its but 1 mean ſuch who at- 

tend with ſome diligende, and receive the word 
with ſome joy: Theſe cannot be without ſome 

thoughts of ſpiritual things, though for the moſt 
part they are like to waters that run after a 
ſhower of rain: they pour on, as if they pro- 
ceeded from ſome ſtrong living ſpring, whereas 
they have none at all, and when the waters of 
cde ſhower are ſpent, the channel is dry, nothing 
in it but tones and dirt. Thus wifen the doc- 
trine of the word diſtits on ſuch perſons, it gives 
a courſe. fometimes greater and ſometimes leſs to 
| their thoughts, reſpetting ſpiritual things ; but 
they have not in them a well of water ſpringing 
up to-everlaſting life, wherefore theſe thoughts 
Don paſs away and nothing remains but earth. 
2] It muſt be obſerved that the beſt and moſt ſpi- | 
adapt: minded may, and ought te have their 
7 thoughts: of ſpiritual things Excited, multiplies, 
and confirmed by the preaching of the word; 
it is one grand end of its diſpenſation ; but where 
men have no other ſpiritual thoughts, hut what 

7 are occaſioned. by hearing the word preached, 

3 ſuch: SY prove them to be ſpiritually 
955 . i minded ⸗ | 
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belong to our receiving the truth in the love 


light and truth, without any cordial love to the 


things themſelves. (2.) They are accompanied 
wirk  complacer 
and experience of the power of them, and their 
ſuitableneſs to the new nature, or ſpiritual prin- 


that this is that to WI 
formable; 


ſpiritual g But the other thoughts which 
are only oocafionat; have none of theſe conco- 


leſs it be in a few words or tranſient diſcourſe. ' 
II. The duty of prayer, is another means of the 


cite and 


ward means: as (I.) they are actings of faith and 
love cowards the things that are preached; they 


e thereof; love reſpects the * goodneſs" of the 
things; and not merely the truth of the propo- 
ſttions expreſſed in them: the other thoughts are 
only the ſenſe of the mind, as affected with 


ey of ſoul, ariſing from a love 


ciple within them; for When we find that ſo in- 
deed it is in us, as it is in the word of God, and 
nch we would be more evi. 
it gives à ſecret complaceney and 
much pleaſure * to 'the mind; and is a means of - 


mitants or effects; they are dry and barren, un 
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like nature. One principal end of it, is to ex- 
ay forth the principle of grace in the 


heart, to a due exerciſe in holy thoughts of oy 
and A thing 5, with ſuitable affections; the 
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feſſors have frequent oce daſion to join with others 
in prayer, and many are convinced tis their own. 
duty to pray every day, both in their families 
nd otherwiſe: Now tis hard to conceiye, how 
men can conſtantly j join with others in prayer, 
= much more how they can pray themſelves, and yet 
be deſtitute of ſpiritual thoughts: they muſt have 
3 thoughts of ſpiritual things every day, but it is 
_  poflible they may have no root, only, occaſional 
= |  Impreflions- on the. mind, 4s n 985 outward ben. 
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Wl 5 by the exerciſę of his gifts, the ſpiritual i improv 
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©..." Impoſſible but they muſt ; A man indeed may 
Et I Ve read a long prayer that expreſſeth ſpiritua 
; 2 ; ings, and et never have one ſpiritual-thougt t 
ariſe in his mind about them; for there is no 
exerciſe of any faculty of the mind requiſite unto 


=, ſuch reading, but only to attend unto. the words thi 
that are to be read; this may. be, 1 do. not. ſay, of 


een always, or that it muſt be ſo: But in 
dme exerciſe of gifts, there muſt be an exerciſe of 
WW reaſon, by invention, judgment, and memory, 
=_ ' : ms, conſequently thoughts of ſpiritual things; 
pet may they all be merely occaſional,” ſrom the 
7 el preſent performance of the Kaen Tibetern any 
Pb, dae ſpring, or exe rciſe of grace: In ſuch 
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It is an ancient and true com that ſpi- 

W! things are filled with great obſcurity and 8 
difficulty ʒ not that they are ſo in themſelves, for 
they all come forth from the Father of _ LE, 
and are full-of light, order, beauty and wiſdomm 
| e e of all darkneſs and difficulty in ee 3 
things is in and of ourſelyes. We know but in 
art, fend our minds are liable to be binder 1 
d diſordered in their apprehenſions of ſpiritual | 98 
— ignorance, temptations and prejudices 
of all kinds: there is alſo a great ſimilitude be- 
twern temporary faith, and that which is ſaving, 
and between gifts and grace in their operations; 
20 rn and ſelf love, with the prevaleney of 
emptations and ae do all eee 
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ſions, or from an apprehenſion that others are 
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affected and pleaſed with our manner and matter, 
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beſore we are aware turns into pride and a noxious 
elation of mind, and is directly oppoſite to that 


ſpiritual complacency Juſt mentioned: One is in DP. ; 


God alone, the other is in ſelf; that draws ß; 
the ſavour of all Sarcete covers and buries 
them all, if- there be any in the ſoul ; * that 

| fills the ſoul. eminently. — humility, this 

with . proud. ſelf-conceit;z that caſts out all re- 
membrane 2 of what we have done ourſelves, re- 


1 only a ſenſe of what we have received © 


from God, the impreſſions of his love and grace; - ©. 7 
but this baſe: pretender blots-out all remembranee 
of what we have freely received from God, and ö 
retains only what we have done ourſelves : ; 
wherever this is, there is no due n either of 
the greatneſs or goodneſs of Gd. | 
(2.) It. is a ſure evidence that our "a * 1 
ſpiritual things- in prayer, are from an internal © * 
giacious ſpring, and not merely occaſioned by 
the duty, when we find the daily fruit and ad- 
vantage of them, eſpecially in promoting a 
watchful, humble, holy frame of mind. In- 
numerable are the advantages and effects of ' 
prayer; growth in grace and conſolation i is the 
| ſubſtance of them. Where there is cortinuance 
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1 there is is none £ Without it. — 7. IF 1 mall not 
value his prayers at all, be he never ſo earneſt 
na nd frequent in them, Who gives not alms ac- 
cCeording to his ability; and t is req ired in an 
eſpecial manner of mi niſters, 3 
an hand ſet up in "croſs roads, 2 ane. 
which way to go, but ſtaying: behind itſelf. 

So much reſpecting the ſpring of bee 
chongütz in prayer, which cannot be altogether 
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| ve pg leſt gifts impoſe themſelves in the 
of grace, and when the greateſt care is re- 
| -quiſite that they ao wine foot ee | 
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the things of God: It was not ſo. when religion 
Was in its primitive power and glory; nor is it ſo: 
no with them who really fear God, and are. 
ſenſible of their duty: there: are ſome who em- 
brace all occaſions of ſpirityal converſation, and 
thoſe with whom they e. onver 
Z ſpiritual light, cannot but think of the { piritush -. 
chings thzzt are uttered· Often · indeed, che track MY 
of mens: -thoughts is-ſo- contrary. to. ſuch things, ok 
that they give them no entertainment; you-do 
| but:croſs their way with ſuch diſcourſe; on which 
they fland ſtill-a little and ſo paſs on; even ide 
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countenances of ſome men will 


ſatisfied ſilence, till they can dixert to other 
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The thoughts of ſpiritual things, are "Sith . 
many as-gueſts-that.come into an Inn, and not 
like children that dwell i in the houſe; they enter 
1 — and there is great ado to provide 
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things. Some will make ſuch replies „ : 
words, as fully evidence their hearts to be far 
enough eſtranged from the things propoſed . 
them: on others, ſuch occaſional diſcourſe wil! 
| make. impreſſions, and ſtir up preſent- thoughts 3 
ol ſpiritual things, but theſe give no evidence. . 

| that any man is ſpiritually Minde. 
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muſt iv needs be? A deliverance from this loath- 


dome hateful ſtate is more tobe valued than the 


men, will admit of no bounds or dams to put 
atop to it; there are but two wa 
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dClaſo; therefore our grand enquiry - -ſhould bez 
what — at onnr in aſſigned ; or how to 
dound in ſpiritual thoughts; 
way be an evidence of our IT 
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As . Sener. aner, read over among Ss 
ſcriptures the cxix. Pſalm, conſider what David 
expreſſeth there of himſelf, as to his conſtant de- 
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- vou can truly ſpeak. tbe fame: words 0 
with him, if not in the ſame degree of zeal, vet 15 2 
at leaſt with the ſame ſincerity of grace: We ee 
33 like him in this reſpect, if ever we in⸗ 1 
lend 40; reach be heavenly place where he, i 16% Sx DE $I 
Our ſouls. will be ruined, if when we read in tha 
ſeriptu e, how the Taints expreſs-their n 
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3 ime to cotifider the Hate of his own family. b - 
much more is be, who ſpends: all; hi thoug 
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_  vipeci er ee ſpiritually minded or 
not ; if grace be reſident within us, it will exert 
de in a diligent ſearch into, and a holy watch 
over ourſelves reſpecting thoſe things, againſt 
_. which:the diſpleaſure: of God is declared. It is 
Karel or duty to ſearch diligently that no- 
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. our thoughts are much exerciſed about the 
reaſons. of, and motives unto it. Alas l how 
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© eft” replied our daviour; and the want of that 
one rendered his all things of no avail to him. 
Many things you have done, many things you 
do, many grounds of hope abide with you, and 0 
neither yourſelves nor others do doubt of your . | 
condition; but are you Tpiritually minded? If 
this one thing be wanting, all the reſt will not _ 
avail: And what grounds have you to judge 
that you are ſo, if your thoughts are ee, 7 
contrary to the preſent calls of God ? If at ſuck 
a time when his judgments are in the world, or 
nis voice is inthe eity and kingdom; if when there 
are manifeſt tokens of his diſpleaſure, we flight 
Wii! neglect his voice, put it wholly from our- 
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trivance'of our minds, be not How to àttan a 
conſtant reſignation of ourſelves and our all, un- 
tothe will of God; which cannot be done with- 
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diſtempers, they will cauſe him to think much of 
them; at leaſt if he be wiſe he will do fo, nor 
will he be always complaining of their ſmart, but 
- enquire into their cauſes, and ſeek their removal: 
and ſhall men be more negligent about the ſpiri - 
tual diſtempers of the ſoul z ſhall they have mul» 
tiplied temptations, the cauſe of all ſpiritual diſ- 
. eaſes, and take no thought about them? Is it not 
. tobefeared, that where it isſo, the temptations are 
7 ſuch as either in their own nature have deprived ; 
them of ſpiritual ſenſe,. or by their deceitfulneſs 
- are leading on inſenſibly unto death eternal? 
Not to have our minds exerciſed about els 
things, is to be ſtupidly ſecur. 5 
It muſt be confeſſed, there is ſome difficulty, . 
bow to N our pings aright about our 
| e great means of their | 
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mind: When temptations do multiply thoughts 
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mind hath been uſed to give them Were: e 
chat perſon wants nothing but opportunities ane 
occaſions taking off the power e r. 
raints, for the commiſſion of actual fin. It is na 
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dchoughts about their egg 3 —_—_ wu _ 
turn to their diſadvantage. 
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MINISTERS, ſhould be | carefii 
for although ſome of W ib i 8 t des 7 
others, yet we may fo far pleaſe ourſelves; as to. 
expoſe our ſouls to theſe ſnares; and the effects 
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the great diſadvantage of the go « 
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in.youz if. unt be neglected⸗ or diſregarded, no 
intain either life or peace. (2) Know 
; many duties are requiſite unto * 
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nor all in conjunction will bring relief, without 
KO by faith unto him who is able to ſuc- 
cour them that ate tempted. Wherefore (3)/in 
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this conſiſts your great duty reſpecting temptations; 


exereiſe your thoughts on the love, 
compaſſion and care of Chriſt, with his ability to 
5 help and ſave all them that belieye in him. 
The ſame duty is incumbent on us with kelpeck 

to any urgent general temptation: There are ſea- 

ſons wherein. an hour of temptation comes on the 


a man ſhould judge that now is ſuch an hour, | 
_ that the power of darkneſs is put forth there- 
2 What if. he ſhould. be. perſuaded that a gene- 
10 a ee coldneſs and- decay in grace, eſpe - 
cially, as to the actings of zeal, love and delight 


2 Ne with an indifference unto holy duties, 


are the effects of this hour of temptation ? If any 
one do ſo judge, doubtleſs tis his duty to have 
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want of light into and party for want N 
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not uſe to neglect thoughts of that country where- 
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by faith and hope, the greater part are ſtrangers. 
- However if we are Piritualh minded, nothing 
wilt be more nati al unto us, than to h. e many 
dee of eternal things, as thoſe which to us 
are of the greateſt concern, as well as excellent 


then, that w re make heavenly things, the ings. 
of the fature ſtate, a principal object of our 
moußhts, and that we meditate much upon bo, 
| Without this, all our ſpeculations eee 
* nature of deere things will be of no uſe to 

' ®Tis doubtlefs the chriſtian's duty to inform 
I 1455 es his mind with right notions and juſt 
-prehenſions of things above, and of the ſtate 
of future glory; and it is by faith only we have 


« proſpect of them, but faith can give us no in- 


tereſt in, unleſs we have due apprehenſions of _ 
them. And tis to be feared, the greateſt part of 
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RY fles, poverty, and all outward troubles, from 
death itſelf, and all that leads to it. It is a fight 
and bleſſed notion of heaven, that God thall 
ere wipe away all tears from our eyes, or re- 
move from us all cauſes of ſorrow; and it 8 
be to our advantage, if we accuſtomed our minds 
. mote to this kind of relief than we do; if ben 
the incurſion of fears, dangers and forrows, 
did more readily retreat to thoughts of that 
wher e we ſhall be freed from all. But there 1 
that which to the ſpiritually-minded, hath more 
evil in it than all other things put together, and 
that is $1N; other things, as the loſs of dear re- 
lations,” or extraordinary pains, may. make deeper 
impreſſions on the mind, by the natural a 
at ſome ſeaſons, 
ſtance at any one time; as a man may have greater 
trouble i in ſenſe of 115 00 "a "May of 2 ORs 
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' eanſumgtion which. will affuredl take away his 
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all the aQtings, of our ſouls. in ſpiritual 5 — ment, 
5 - how, a man can be a true believer, unto whon 5 
"fin ĩs not the greateſt, burden, ſorrow and ty. u- 
ble; now heaven is a ſtate of deliverance from 
in, a ſtate where we ſhall be eternally freed from 
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fiſt in the full ſatisfaction of their ſenſual luſts 
g and p pleaſures. | & 0 full evidence that the religion 
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J f life. So ſpeaks the Apoſtle, 1 Theſ. ini. 8. 
Now we live, is. you ſtand faſt in the Lord.“ 
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